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Issue Paper No. 3- Economic Development 

 
 

Economic Development in the existing CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied)  
 

 

The strategy for Economic Development in the existing CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied) is 

focussed on guiding the location of new economic development and on identifying 

the enabling activities required to facilitate the further development of the County’s 

economic sectors. The types of enabling activities required include for example the 

planning and coordination of necessary infrastructure or implementation of 

economic development initiatives. In particular, the Strategy includes: 

 The promotion and further development of our Letterkenny- Derry linked 

Gateway as the major driver of economic development in the County and 

this includes across all the business sectors such as retail, tourism, industry, 

technology, research and innovation; 

 The strengthening of the broad economic development of our 9 Strategic 

Support Towns (Ballybofey- Stranorlar, Ballyshannon, Buncrana, Bundoran, 

Bridgend, Carndonagh, Donegal Town, Dungloe and Killybegs); 

 The encouragement of sustainable rural economic development in areas 

such as agriculture, value added food production, renewable energy, 

forestry, biomass as well as the growing rural economic development 

opportunities in the tourism sector; 

 The support and promotion of the tourism sector through improving 

accessibility to the tourism product in tandem with tourism product 

development and a particular focus on the County’s strategic tourism 

locations such as Slieve League, Fanad Lighthouse, Malin Head and 

Glenveagh National Park; 

 The growth in the marine sector including fishing, marine tourism and 

renewable ocean energy developments. 

 

The global economic downturn has had significant impacts on business and 

communities in Donegal. Employment trends in 2011 showed that the number of 

people at work in Donegal declined by -6% which is in line with the decrease 

nationally. The 2016 census will provide important information regarding the more up 

to date trend.  

 

Notwithstanding the difficult economic climate there have been significant  

economic and business strengths in the County such as the diversity of the existing 

economic base; the increase in employment in Agency Assisted Foreign Owned 

Companies (+36% over the 2006- 2013 time period); the strong inward investment 

base that is home to a number of world renowned and world class companies 

operating a range of sectors from engineering, medical technology, financial 
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services and business services and; the strong base of indigenous Donegal 

companies. 

 

Of all the sectors, the tourism sector is growing significantly and this is demonstrated 

by the increasing numbers of tourists visiting Donegal. In 2013, 199,000 overseas 

visitors came to Donegal, increasing by 14.3% since 2012. The growth in the sector is 

supported by the establishment and promotion of the Wild Atlantic Way delivering a 

coordinated approach along the west coast of Ireland. The strategy has been 

embraced by Donegal communities and business and the opportunities are 

significant to showcase the range of tourism products such as the County’s 

landscape, cultural tourism, heritage and the network of tourism destinations and 

activities throughout the County.  

 
 

The National & Regional Context 
 

 

The review of the CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied) will have regard to the Governments 

approach to economic recovery and this is set out in a number of strategies 

including:  

 Making it Happen- Growing Enterprise for Ireland, Forfás, 2010  

 OECD LEED (Local Economic and Employment Development) Report on 

Delivering Local Development, 2014  

 Energising Irelands Rural Economy- The report of the Commission for the 

Economic Development of Rural Areas (CEDRA) 2014  

 Construction 2020  

 Integrated Marine Plan (IMP), ‘Harnessing Our Oceans Wealth,’ July 2012  

 The Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan, 2014   

 Delivering on Green Potential – Government Policy Statement on Growth and 

Employment in the Green Economy, 2012  

 North East/ North West Action Plan for Jobs, November 2015 

 

The National and Regional context will be further developed through the 

Governments forthcoming National Framework as well as the Regional Spatial and 

Economic Strategy that is to be prepared by the Northern & Western Regional 

Assembly. 

 

At a local level, the County Donegal Local Economic & 

Community Plan (LECP) was adopted in January 2016 and it 

aims to promote economic development and community 

development in the County over the next 6 years through the 

identification of a range of objectives and actions. It is closely 

aligned to the County Development Plan with direct 

complementarities between both strategic documents across 

land use, economic priority areas and enabling activities such 

as the provision of infrastructure.  

The Donegal Prospectus 
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What are the types of issues that need consideration?  
 

 

Have Your Say:  The questions below are examples of the types of considerations 

that will be made in reviewing the Economic Development Strategy of the Plan and 

may be of use to help you in your thinking around Economic Development: 

 

 What are the key strengths and sectors in County Donegal that can be harnessed 

for lasting economic development and job creation? 
 Where should new economic development take place in the County? 
 What types of policies should be introduced to strengthen business opportunities 

in our towns?  
 Is there enough land zoned for business and economic developments in our 

towns? 
 Should new business and economic development be permitted in rural areas? 
 Are there particular types of business and economic development that should not 

take place in rural areas or other types that are best suited to rural areas? 
 Should the economic strategy prioritise the reuse of vacant commercial and 

business properties? 
 What and where are the main infrastructural investments needed to enable 

business and economic development? 

 
 

How can you take part in the consultation at this stage? 
 

 

To inform the preparation of the draft County Donegal Development Plan 2018- 

2024, the Council is carrying out a consultation exercise. You can make a submission 

or observation regarding the preparation of the draft Plan in either of the ways set 

out below to be received no later than 5.00pm on Tuesday 9th August 2016. 

Submissions or observations can be made either: 

 By email to donegalcdp@donegalcoco.ie or,  

 By post to: The Central Planning Unit, Donegal County Council, County 

House, Lifford.  

 

There will also be a series of consultation events that will be held at a number of 

venues throughout the County and during which members of staff will be available 

to discuss and explain what the Plan is about. These will be advertised in local press 

and at www.donegalcoco.ie 

mailto:donegalcdp@donegalcoco.ie
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/

